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Why biofuels?

Á
Now?

U.S. Peak



North Central Region Epicenter of 

Ethanol Biorefineries Today



Ethanol Production Capacity

12 North Central Region States

Á87.2 Percent of Nations Ethanol Production 

Capacity is Currently Located in the 12 

North Central Region States

Á (Sources Renewable Fuels Association as of June 2007)



Midwest Ag Energy Network 

(MAEN)

ÁFormed in February 2005

ÁMember States include Illinois, Iowa, 

Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, and Wisconsin

ÁNetwork = More informal alliance structure

ÁFocus on policy ideas

ÁLocal ownership a priority issue



North Central Bioeconomy 

Consortium

ÁNorth Central States: Illinois, Indiana, 

Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 

Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, 

South Dakota, and Wisconsin

ÁNorth Central Departments of Agriculture

ÁNorth Central Cooperative Extension

ÁNorth Central Ag Experiment Stations



Why Regional Collaboration?

ÁThis challenges and solutions are bigger 

than any one state

ÁStates can learn from each other

ÁRegional research capacity is abundant

ÁPolicies like Cap and Trade Programs will 

be more successful if regionally done



Risks Balanced with Opportunities

ÁCompetition with competing land uses (food 

vs. fuel);

ÁFailure of ethanol plants;

ÁLoss of acreage in permanent cover;

ÁLoss of soil carbon;

ÁLoss of wildlife habitat;

ÁDiminished water quality



Not All Biofuels Are the Same

CO2 emissions from alternative fuels
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Collaborative Research Agenda
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�&�R�U�Q���(�W�K�D�Q�R�O���L�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���&�H�Q�W�D�O���5�H�J�L�R�Q�´���±
12 Ag Experiment Stations regional 
collaboration

ÁUniversity of Wisconsin-Extension in 
partnership with Iowa State University 
recently received funding for a regional 
water quality coordination project related to 
biofuels development.


